
ZEN Zimbabwe Elephant Nursery, Harare – 03/2022

ACT NOW: www.FutureForElephants.org 

Care for Elephants

News from the Nursery

MOYO
Continues to do a marvellous job as the matriarch of the herd. She is enjoying the space and freedom in her 
new stable, particularly as it has an outdoor area where she is able to greet whomever is passing by. The 
spacing on the uprights of her new stable allow for Beatrix to move in and out of her space, which she rather 
enjoys. As always, MOYO keeps a watchful eye and protective trunk on all her little ones, which is an enor-
mous help to us all. 

MOYO is a remarkably kind and gentle elephant, although if threatened, she can get cheeky. For instance, if 
they spot a snake in the bush, MOYO will get to the front and yell at the snake, ears out and filled with anger. 
If someone that she doesn’t know gets in the way, whilst the herd is on the move, she will get cross and swipe 
with her trunk. However, MOYO, who is now 8 years old, has never hurt a soul, despite the fact that she is 
untrained. I believe that working with elephants demands mutual respect and certainly not dominance.
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KURA
... took some time to adjust to his new stable. He is not an elephant who adjusts to change well. Ho-
wever, he is now enjoying his stable and again has more space for sleeping and manoeuvring.

KURA is worrying me immensely, as he is very tired when he returns home to the boma. His back is
showing further scoliosis and his hind right leg (the good one) is angling inwards to compensate
for the damaged left leg. He is very slow in his walking too. My feeling is that KURA is not going to
make old bones, but we should keep him as comfortable and happy as possible, for as long as
necessary. I do not foresee KURA moving to Panda Masuie or any fully wild release site.
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UNITY
... has had a major growth spurt during this wet season and is a sizeable female now. As much as I feel she 
needs to move to Panda Masuie, my concern is her bond with Moyo, which is very strong. Unity is sleeping 
between Kura and Moyo, so is very bonded to them both. 

She is a kind elephant, having learned many of Moyo’s ways. She teaches the little ones new skills, like digging
for roots and will often pull down branches for the younger elephants.
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SALLY
… has a voracious appetite and is a little butterball. Her ear injury is barely noticeable now and she is a calm, 
happy little elephant. She sleeps next to Coco, but remains firmly next to Moyo during their days in the bush. 

SALLY has turned out to be a very easy going little elephant, wound and being attacked by hyenas, let alone 
being left behind by her herd, was very impact for her. With gentle loving and immense care and compassion, 
she has totally changed and fitted into the herd with enthusiasm and calmness.
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LIMPOPO
This is a very gregarious little elephant, but a total rascal. During building operations to replace the steel with 
poles, he completely destroyed his stable, much to the irritation of the building team. Having been raised from 
neonate, LIMPOPO is over familiar with humans and is going to need considerable rehabilitation in Panda 
Masuie, from the older bulls. 

He is a playful, happy elephant, but I would like to move him this coming year, in order for him to have a good 
chance at re-wilding.
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COCO
Keeping COCO back from the previous move has made a dramatic difference. She is quietly confident and 
interacting much better with the other elephants, as well as the carers. She is calmer in her stable and often 
spends time with the smaller calves, most especially Sally. 

COCO is unable to tolerate the normal milk formula that we use for the rest of the herd, but still needs the hypo-
allergenic formula, which is crippling in cost! However, I am loathe to take her off milk entirely, as she loves her 
bottle and it is a source of great comfort to her.
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KADIKI
… remains a loving and humorous little elephant. Whilst she is no longer taking full time care of Beatrix, they 
sleep next to eachother. KADIKI can often be seen with her trunk through the rails and draped over Beatrix whilst 
sleeping. They interact a lot at night and most especially when Beatrix is drinking her bottles. 

KADIKI is another butterball, hugely enjoying her food.
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BUMI
Another little rascal, who spends his time with Limpopo and Kura. It is interesting how the bulls are spending 
more time together now. 

Despite being the same age as Kadiki, BUMI is much bigger and his tusks are considerably more developed 
too. He is now just over two years old.
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BEATRIX
This joyful little elephant remains our most successful “raise” so far. She has not had any antibiotics or steroids 
in her short life thus far. However, she is now drinking 40L of milk per day! We are trying to move her onto the 
cheaper s26 milk, but every time we substitute one scoop of S26 for the pricey mild, she reacts with diarrhoea. 
This eases up after four or five days, but it is a laborious process. Her stools are not as good as they were 
when she was on full neocate.

Her weight is currently 141kg, which is a substantial increase over the last month. She is a cheerful and loving 
little elephant, who is well bonded to the Nursery group of Buffalo, bush pigs and kudu calf. I do believe that 
having this group of social animals around her, has helped her development tremendously BEATRIX has now cut 
8 teeth and we feel that her serious danger period is now over. Obviously, she is closely monitored and care 
remains the same, but that is a significant milestone for any elephant calf
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Special Note:

It should be noted that we have had Five new born calves through the Nursery in the past three years, and we 
have only lost one of these. This is a big achievement indeed, as most nurseries lose a much larger percentage 
of their neonatal calves. Indeed, we lost 70 % of neonates in the early days of ZEN.

I have developed yet another technique for preventing cytokine storms in these calves, and this is now very 
much part of our protocol. I also chat to Angela Sheldrick regularly, comparing protocols and ideas. She is a 
wonderful mentor for me.
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Panda Masuie Release and Landscape

Things at our release site are going extremely well. The elephants are regularly interacting with wild herds, mainly 
of visiting bulls, but sometimes breeding herds. This is absolutely critical for our release calves, as they have much 
to learn in wild ways. Navigation is obviously important, finding water and avoiding predators.

Since the move of six elephants last year, five of those have already departed for the wild. JACK was the first to 
leave and he joined a small breeding herd. Luckily, he is collared and we have had some very interesting data 
come back, with his movements. He is currently in Botswana, the Chobe area, where he seems to be stationed at 
present.
APE

MANA, AMIRA, TESS and MARSIE have also all left 
with breeding herds. They left some months ago with a 
huge herd that came through the camp. All the elephants 
at Panda went with this herd, but some came back after 
a few days, whilst these new calves stayed out. 

I think this is testament to our continued experience with 
rehabilitation and keeping the calves as wild as possible, 
without too much human interaction.

We have now fully released a total of 8 calves back into 
the wild. We have camera traps all over the property, at 
popular watering holes and have been able to identify 
most of the calves that have left, happily inside the herds.

MATABELE goes on regular forays to the wild, usually 
with bulls who come visiting. Some he likes, some he 
loathes! 

This is where I take issue with the hunting of old bulls. 
The lack of older bulls and their immense wisdom, is 
critical in the landscape, keeping younger bulls in check 
and ensuring they behave properly! There have been 
a few very cheeky young bulls visiting and MTABELE 
avoids them at all costs.

AMIRA

MATABELE
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SIZI, who is the same age as Moyo, has less 
confidence than some of the other cows. She 
has come and gone a few times, once for six 
months. On her last journey out, TULKU, her 
best friend, decided to remain in the wild, 
whilst she returned. We do not know why, but 
she has been affected by his departure. 

SIZI spends much of her time with adult 
elephant NORA, whom she adores. 

SAMSON and MOSES, the two youngest 
bulls, are well entrenched within the herd and 
not keen to leave their milk behind! They are 
much loved little characters, with voracious 
appetites.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all so very much for your continued support and for being loyal 
cheerleaders of our project. Your interest and enthusiasm goes a long way in keeping us all motivated, during 
sometimes difficult periods!

Much love to you all
Roxy Dankwerts

März, 2022
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